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From the author:
‘In 1988, I travelled to Devon to interview  
Sir Richard Acland in his house which stood  
on the lands of the Killerton Estate which he  
himself had given to the National Trust in 1944.  
He was a truly remarkable man: in the 1940s, he  
led Commonwealth, the ultra-left wing political  
party which won byelections against both  
Conservative and Labour oppositions only to 
founder with the Labour landslide of 1945; in the 
1950s, with Harold Wilson, he formed War On 
Want. In later years, in his own words, he believed 
that “good causes will founder and evil causes 
will prevail unless moral and religious forces are 
brought in on the side of the good.” The novel and 
the characters portrayed in English Arcadia are  
entirely fictitious and the extended Frome family 
bear no relation to any people alive or dead, but 
I would simply like to express my thanks to Sir 
Richard Acland for indulging a curious young man 
all that time ago with such sincerity and humour.’
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A Novel

SimoN Petherick

In June 2017, after a self-imposed absence of twenty-five years, 
Darius Frome returns to the family home, an imposing Lutyens 
mansion towering above the Thames in Buckinghamshire. The 
grandson of maverick political aristocrat Sir Zachary Frome and 
his successful novelist wife Felicity Drummond, Darius is unsettled 
to discover the house of his childhood riven with discord.

Spanning a century of idealistic left-wing aspiration, English 
Arcadia delves into the depths of family rivalry, political ambition 
and personal tragedy, set against ancient themes of the natural 
world.

Simon Petherick is a writer and publisher who was originally 
trained at the Central Office of Information, scripting government 
propaganda. He is the author of The Last Good Man and various 
non-fiction titles. He lives in London and Cornwall.

The Last Good Man

‘The novel speaks eloquently for itself...love, certainty, longing, 
regret, survival. The story features all that and more.’ Daily Mail

 ‘A spellbinding story  
that skilfully charts  
the disintegration 
of three generations 
of an English family 
following a horrific 
event at the bottom 
of an idyllic English 
garden. 

I was gripped from  
the first page.’ 

Michael Ridpath, 
author of The Wanderer


